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of the suburbs, Invited their former enemies to a feast in
a public square, serving them with their own hands. In
Jerusalem the Greeks gave an entertainment where the
patriarch sprinkled the Jews with rose-water. The Arme-
nians invited the whole city to a reception at their convent,
especial attention being paid to the Moslems. Not to be
outdone, the Latins hired the theatre and offered free dra-
matic exhibitions to the entire community. Nine months
later, at a public meeting at Damascus, orators prophesied
an era of humanity, justice, and brotherhood in the Turkish
Empire, in which members of all races and creeds would
dwell together in harmony. The speeches were loudly ap-
plauded by the audience, which included the Turkish gov-
ernor, the Orthodox patriarch, Jewish rabbis, and Moslem
sheikhs.
This meeting, which has been described by Mr. James
Creelman,1 occurred in the early summer of 1909, soon after
the terrible massacres of Armenians at Adana, which to
the superficial observer seemed to give the lie to the protes-
tations of the summer before.2 It is manifestly unfair to in-
dict a whole people for events happening in one district. But
I would go further than mere general statements. To me
the assertion seems quite legitimate that the counter-revolu-
tion, of which the massacres formed an incident, proved that
below the froth of the summer's sentiment there lay sonic-
thing more solid which later prevented the spirit of massacre
from spreading over a wide area. After the events of Adana
stories were everywhere afloat in the towns of Asia Minor,
Syria, and Palestine, telling of orders from, the reactionary
party at Constantinople for the massacre of Christians,
which were set aside by the authorities, civil or military, as
the case might be. These stories have been neither authen-
ticated nor disproved. That some of them have a basis in
truth is morally certain. It is a fact that no more massacres
occurred. But had the Moslems wanted a general massacre,
no authority at that time, civil or military, could have pre-
1 See his article, entitled "After the Great Massacre," in Pearson's
Magazine, October, 1009, p. 454^1 (New York).
8 Compare with pp. 192-3.

